AREA DEFENSE COUNSEL

The ADC program provides Air Force members independent legal representation.  Airmen suspected of an offense or facing adverse administrative actions receive confidential legal advice from an experienced judge advocate outside the local chain of command, avoiding even an appearance of possible command influence or conflicts of interest.

 

        The ADC is a certified judge advocate performing defense counsel duties in the following

areas

 

--      Counsel in courts-martial, administrative discharge actions and Article 32, UCMJ, 

investigations

 

--      Counsel in Article 15 actions

 

--      Counsel in interrogations

 

--      Any other adverse actions in which counsel for an individual is required or authorized

 

        All ADCs are assigned outside the local chain of command

 

--      The ADC's prime responsibility is to vigorously and ethically represent the client

 

--      The ADC is an advocate for the client, not an advisor for the command

 

--      The ADC Office is physically separate from the base legal office

 

        If an active duty military member under any type of investigation requests legal advice, refer 

him or her to the ADC.  Civilians are not entitled to ADC representation

 

        The ADC program requires strong command and SJA support to enhance perception of 

fairness of military justice/disciplinary process

 

        The ADC is available, subject to workload and client confidences, to help base commanders 

educate the base population on the military justice system and the role of the ADC in the 

process (normally accomplished at commander calls and workshops)
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