AIR FORCE VICTIM AND WITNESS ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

 

 

        The objectives of the Air Force Victim and Witness Assistance Program (VWAP) are to

 

--      Mitigate the physical, psychological, and financial hardships suffered by victims and witnesses of offenses investigated by U.S. Air Force authorities

 

--      Foster cooperation between victims, witnesses, and the military justice system; and 

 

--      Ensure best efforts are extended to protect the rights of victims and witnesses

 

        The installation commander is the local responsible official (LRO) for identifying victims and witnesses of crimes and providing the services required by VWAP.  He or she normally delegate this responsibility, in writing, to the base staff judge advocate (SJA) 

 

        LRO responsibilities to crime victims

 

--      Inform victims about sources of medical and social services

 

--      Inform victims of restitution or other relief to which they may be entitled


 

--      Assist victims in obtaining financial, legal, and other social services

 

--      Inform victims concerning protection against threats or harassment

 

--      Provide victim notice of the status of investigation, pretrial status, preferral of charges, acceptance of a guilty plea or announcement of findings, and the sentence imposed            

 



NOTE:  If administrative action is taken, you may reveal “appropriate administrative action was taken.”  You may not reveal the specific action taken, i.e., Art 15 punishment, because it is not public knowledge and is protected by the Privacy Act

 

--      Safeguard the victim’s property if taken as evidence and return it as soon as possible

 

--      Consult with victims and consider their views on preferral court-martial charges, pretrial restraint, dismissal of charges, pretrial agreements, discharge in lieu of court-martial, and scheduling of judicial proceedings; and  

 

NOTE:  Although victims’ views should be considered, nothing in the VWAP limits the responsibility and authority of officials involved in the military justice process from taking any action deemed necessary in the interest of good order and discipline and/or preventing service discrediting conduct

 

--      Designate a victim liaison when necessary

        In cases involving adverse actions for the abuse of dependents resulting in the separation of the military sponsor, victims may be entitled to receive transition assistance or compensation under the Uniform Services Former Spouses Protection Act

 

        LRO responsibilities to all witnesses

 

--      Notify appropriate authorities of threats and assist in obtaining restraining orders

 

--      Provide a waiting area removed from and out of the sight and hearing of the 

accused and defense witnesses

 

--      Assist in obtaining necessary services such as transportation, parking, child care, lodging, 

and court-martial translators/interpreters

 

--      If the victim/witness requests, take reasonable steps to inform his/her employer of the reasons for the absence from work, as well as notify creditors of any serious financial strain incurred as a direct result of the offense; and 

 

--      Provide victims and witnesses necessary assistance in obtaining timely payment of witness fees and related costs

 

        Each agency (JA, SF, OSI, HC, MDG & FSC) is responsible for training personnel on their responsibilities under this chapter.  The SJA trains commanders and first sergeants

 

        Each installation must prepare an information packet modeled after figure 7.2 of AFI 51-201 and provide the packet to each victim/witness

VICTIM SUPPORT LIAISONS

        Pursuant to SecAF and CSAF Memorandum, Interim Measure for Support, dated 1 April 2004, each installation will appoint a representative to help assist victims of sexual assaults  

        The victim support liaisons sole responsibility is to support sexual assault victims throughout the entire process regardless of whether the case is prosecuted

        Sexual Assault liaisons report directly to the vice wing commander
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