VOLUNTARY SEPARATION OF AIRMEN PRIOR TO EXPIRATION 

OF TERM OF SERVICE
 

 

There are instances when the voluntary separation of an airman prior to expiration of term of service (PETS) benefits the airman and the Air Force.  An immediate commander’s primary role is to recommend approval or disapproval of the action.  If recommending disapproval, the commander must provide reasons for recommending disapproval of the package.

 

        Reasons for separation PETS include

 

--      Convenience of the government 

 

---   Entering an officer training program

 

---   Early release to further education

 

---   Training at an accredited school for medical education as a physician, dentist, osteopath, veterinarian, optometrist, or clinical psychologist

 

---   Elimination from Officer XE "Officer"  Training School (OTS) if the airman enlisted specifically for OTS

 

---   Nonfulfillment of enlistment or reenlistment agreement by the Air Force

 

---   Becoming a sole surviving son or daughter after enlistment

 

---   Early release from extension of service

 

---   Acceptance of public office

 

---   Conscientious objection

 

---   Pregnancy or childbirth

 

---   Early release for Christmas (if the date of separation falls on or after 9 December and before 8 January the following year)

 

---
Medal of honor recipient; and

 

---   Miscellaneous reasons when early separation is in the best interests of the Air Force

 

--      Dependency or hardship:  Airmen may request discharge when genuine dependency or undue hardship exists; all of the following factors must be present

 

---   The dependency or hardship is not temporary

---   Conditions have arisen or have been aggravated to an excessive degree since the   airman entered active duty

 

---   The airman has made every reasonable effort to remedy the situation

 

---   Separation will eliminate or materially alleviate the conditions; and

 

---   There are no means of alleviation available other than separation

 

--      Undue hardship does not necessarily exist because of altered present or expected income, the family is separated, or the family suffers from the inconveniences usually incident to military service 

 

 Reference:   

AFI 36-3208, Administrative Separation of Airmen, 28 May 2003, Chapter 3, incorporating

   through IC 2004-1, 10 June 2004

