CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT AND SPOUSAL ABUSE

It is Air Force policy to prevent or minimize the impact of child abuse, child neglect, and spousal abuse and their attendant problems.  To further this policy, the Air Force attempts to identify abuse and neglect, document such cases, assess the situation, and treat the family.  Commanders should take administrative or judicial action in appropriate cases.

The Family XE "Day Care, 389"  Advocacy Program (FAP) is responsible for implementing this policy.  The FAP's mission is to promote mission effectiveness by enhancing the health, welfare, and morale of Air Force families.  The FAP consists of three components: prevention services, maltreatment intervention, and special needs identification and assignment coordination.

REPORTING MALTREATMENT

· All Air Force personnel, military or civilian, have a duty to report all incidents of suspected child abuse.  The identity of the person making the notification is kept confidential AND is not released to the family allegedly involved

· Report suspected cases to the Family XE "Day Care, 389"  Advocacy Officer XE "Officer"  (FAO), who will notify AFOSI

· AFOSI is responsible for investigating all but minor incidents of maltreatment

-- AFOSI accesses the Defense Central Index XE "Index"  of Investigations XE "Investigations"  (DCII), which serves as a register of substantiated and suspected cases of abuse

-- AFOSI investigation preserves command prerogatives to take appropriate administrative or judicial actions

· Notice of suspected abuse cases come from many sources: Security Forces blotter, commanders, co-workers, medical care providers, childcare providers, and anonymous calls

THE FAMILY ADVOCACY COMMITTEE (FAC)

· The Medical Treatment Facility (MTF) commander or deputy MTF commander, who is responsible for each of the three FAP components, chairs the FAC.  The ultimate responsibility to implement the FAP, however, rests with the installation commander

· Members of the FAC normally include: Installation Commander (or designee), MTF Commander, Family XE "Day Care, 389"  Advocacy Officer XE "Officer" , Family Advocacy Outreach Manager, Family Support Center Director, Staff Judge Advocate (or designee), Chief of the Military Personnel Flight, Chief of Security Forces, AFOSI Detachment Commander, Chaplain, Family Member Support Flight Chief, Senior Enlisted Advisor, Directors of the Child Development Center and Youth Activities, and representatives of local child protection agencies (optional)

· The Family XE "Day Care, 389"  Advocacy Officer XE "Officer"  (FAO) is the action officer for the FAP and chairs the Family Maltreatment Case Management Team (FMCMT)

THE FAMILY MALTREATMENT CASE MANAGEMENT TEAM

· The FMCMT is a working group of the FAC and directs provision and management of services designed to identify, report, assess, and treat all types of maltreatment cases

· FMCMT meets at the call of the FAO, but at least monthly

· Membership is determined by the FAC, but should include: installation commander (or deputy commander), DBMS (or Chief of Hospital and Clinical Services), pediatrician, AFOSI, SJA, SF, chaplain, and other relevant agencies

· Duties of the FMCMT include

-- Ensure assessment of all reported cases and prompt clinical evaluation of victims

-- Documentation of cases of abuse or neglect after investigation

-- Establish unit commander's assistance in treatment plans for both the victim and the abuser

-- Review all open cases at least quarterly to ensure the case management plan is current and correct (review sex abuse cases at least monthly)

-- Coordinate with local human service agencies for treatment and services that are beyond the capabilities of available Air Force resources; and

-- Ensure that service members currently in treatment are not reassigned or placed on extended TDY during the treatment program.  (Note -- enrollment in the program is not a bar to promotion or promotion consideration)

· The unit commander of any member whose case will be discussed at the FMCMT should attend the FMCMT meeting

CHILD NEGLECT AND ABANDONMENT

· Most Air Force installations will have several cases each year of alleged child abuse or neglect through parental abandonment (i.e., leaving children alone in military family housing without adult supervision)

· Some installations have attempted to address this issue by having the FAC draft guidelines to assist parents in assessing whether a child is mature enough to be left unattended

· The FAC only proposes guidelines.  Individual children and situations are unique and must be evaluated in that light

(For more information on this subject, see article, Uniformed Services Former Spouses' Protection Act XE ", 302" , this Chapter, explaining benefits for victims of spousal and child abuse)
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