FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

Air Force personnel are expected to satisfy their financial obligations in a proper and timely manner.  Failure to do so can result in administrative or disciplinary action being taken against the member and/or the debt being paid involuntarily via Air Force channels.

· In all cases involving allegations of financial irresponsibility, the commander is responsible for

-- Reviewing and assessing the basis of the complainant’s allegation

-- Providing a copy of any pertinent “fact sheet,” (AFI attachment) to the parties

-- Monitoring the processing of a complaint, attempting to respond within 15 days

-- Advising the military member and the complainant that the Air Force has no authority to arbitrate disputed cases of nonsupport or personal indebtedness   

-- Ensuring information on contemplated or completed action is not disclosed to 3rd parties 

-- Referring members with demonstrated financial irresponsibility to the appropriate base agency for assistance, normally through the Family XE "Day Care, 389"  Support Center

-- Considering whether an administrative or a disciplinary action is appropriate

-- Coordinating the action with the appropriate base agencies (SJA, MPF, IG, etc.)

-- Responding to inquiries from HQ AFPC High Level Inquiries XE "Inquiries"  Division (MSH)

· Members are expected to provide adequate financial support to their dependants

-- The amount of support should be based on the family and the member’s ability to pay

-- Support may be “in kind,” such as paying mortgage, car payments, or joint debts

-- Members may not receive BAQ at the with-dependent rate if they do not provide financial support to their spouse or children
-- Commanders cannot force a member to provide support or act as intermediaries

-- The AF can terminate allowances and recoup “with dependant” rate allowances for those periods of nonsupport of dependants

-- Falsifying support documentation can result in disciplinary or administrative action

· Personal debts to the Air Force, federal agencies, or nonappropriated fund activities (including the BX, Enlisted Club, MWR, etc.) may be involuntarily deducted from pay

· State courts with jurisdiction over dependant children, or a state agency with the proper authority, can order child support payments

-- Complainant obtains the garnishment order from a state court over the military member and serves it on the Defense Finance and Accounting Service (DFAS)

-- DFAS notifies the military member of the garnishment order

-- Military member may provide DFAS with additional information concerning their cases or status of arrearages

-- AF has no authority to dispute an order and, if it appears valid, normally must honor it

-- Alimony payments can also be satisfied through a garnishment order

· Child support can additionally be secured through a statutory allotment

-- Statutory allotments are initiated by a complainant or a state agency/attorney, who can establish a support obligation and arrearages greater or equal to two months

-- DFAS is responsible for notifying the commander or the military member

-- The commander should ensure the military member has access to legal assistance

-- Allotment goes into effect 30 days after the notice was sent to the military member

-- DFAS can decline to act if the member can demonstrate the request is inaccurate

· A third party can secure an involuntary allotment from a military member to satisfy a final judgment from a court with jurisdiction over the parties

-- DFAS notifies the commander, who provides a copy of the package to the member

-- The commander apprises the member on their rights and obligations, including the right to speak with counsel

-- The military member is provided 15 days to respond, which can be extended by the commander for good cause (normally not to exceed 30 days)

-- If the military member consents to the allotment, the commander returns the completed forms to DFAS

-- If the allotment is contested, the member must fully explain and support the reasons contesting the allotment

-- In some cases a member may assert that military exigencies prevented them from adequately responding during the legal proceeding

--- The commander makes this determination and the decision is binding on DFAS

--- Before making this decision, the commander should contact the legal office

-- If the member contests the allotment on any basis other than military exigencies, DFAS will review the case and make a final decision
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