JURY SERVICE

· When an Air Force member on active duty receives a summons to state or local jury duty, the member should inform his or her immediate commander.  The commander determines whether the member should perform jury service pursuant to AFI 51-301.  Not every military member is exempt from jury service

· For the purpose of jury service, “active duty” includes full-time duty in the active military service, full-time training duty, annual training duty, active duty for training, and attending a service school while on active military service

EXEMPTION FROM JURY SERVICE

· Categorical Exemption:  All general officers, commanders, operating forces (forces whose primary missions are participating in and supporting combat), personnel in training, and personnel stationed outside the US are categorically exempt from serving on a state or local jury

· General Exemption (Not Categorical):  For all other personnel, the commander determines whether jury duty would unreasonably interfere with military duties or adversely affect the readiness of a unit, command or activity.  This authority to determine such exemptions is pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 982 and delegated to the special court-martial convening authority (SPCMCA) by the SecAF

PROCEDURES

· If the member is categorically exempt, the immediate commander or designee notifies the issuing state or local official by written notice (complying with the format in AFI 51-301)

· If the member is generally (but not categorically) exempt, the immediate commander decides whether jury duty would unreasonably interfere with military duties or adversely affect the readiness of a unit, command or activity

-- If jury duty would not unreasonably interfere with military duties or adversely affect the readiness of a unit, command or activity, the member must serve jury duty

-- If the immediate commander decides jury duty would unreasonably interfere with military duties or adversely affect the readiness of a unit, command or activity, the immediate commander obtains a final exemption from the SPCMCA using the criteria in AFI 51-301

--- The SPCMCA may then decide whether

---- Exemption is inappropriate and instruct the member to comply with the jury summons

---- Exemption is appropriate, and direct the immediate commander to send a written notice of exemption to the issuing state or local official complying with AFI 51-301

--- The SPCMCA's determination is final

· Time spent by military members on jury duty service should not be charged against leave

· Pay or entitlements should not be deducted for the period of service

· Fees and reimbursement

-- Military members are not entitled to keep any fees for jury service; those fees should be made payable to the U.S. Treasury and turned in at Accounting and Finance

-- Military members may receive and keep reimbursement from the state or local jury authority for expenses incurred in the performance of jury duty, such as transportation costs or parking fees

References:


10 U.S.C. 982
DoDD 5525.8, Service by Members of the Armed Forces on State and Local Juries,

   13 June 1988

AFI 51-301, Civil Litigation, 1 July 2002

