RELIGIOUS ACCOMMODATION

DoD policy requires commanders to approve requests for religious accommodation when approval will not have an adverse impact on military readiness, unit cohesion, standards, or discipline.  For guidance on handling religious accommodation requests regarding conscientious objectors, dress and personal appearance, or immunizations, refer to the AFIs specifically covering these areas.  For all other religious accommodation requests, follow the guidance in DoDD 1300.17, Accommodation of Religious Practices Within the Military Services and AFI 36-2706, Military Equal Opportunity and Treatment Program.  Actions that significantly burden an individual's practice of religion are further regulated by the Religious Freedom Restoration Act (42 U.S.C. § 2000bb).

RELIGIOUS PRACTICES

· Factors to consider in deciding whether to accommodate religious practices include

-- The importance of the military requirement, in terms of individual unit readiness, health and safety, discipline, morale, and cohesion

-- The religious importance of the accommodation to the requester

-- The cumulative impact of repeated accommodations of a similar nature

-- Alternative means available to meet the requested accommodation; and

-- Previous treatment of the same or similar requests, including requests made for other than religious reasons

· When accommodation is not possible, the member must conform to military requirements or face disciplinary action, administrative separation, or reassignment/reclassification

RELIGIOUS APPAREL

· Religious apparel is defined as articles of clothing worn as part of the doctrinal or traditional observance of the religious faith practiced by the member.  Hair and grooming practices required or observed by religious groups are not included within the meaning of religious apparel.  The wear of jewelry bearing religious inscriptions or otherwise indicating religious affiliation or belief is subject to AFI 36-2903, Dress and Personal Appearance of Air Force Personnel
· AFI 36-2903, table 2.5, specifically allows the installation commander and chaplain to approve a religious head covering indoors so long as it is plain and dark blue or black.  Outdoors, the installation commander and chaplain may approve a religious head covering concealed under headgear

· Other religious apparel must be concealed or worn only during religious services.  Otherwise the member must process a religious apparel waiver request in accordance with AFI 36-2903, table 2.8
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