TATTOOS/BRANDS, BODY PIERCING, AND BODY ALTERATION


 

        The Air Force policy on tattoos/brands, body piercing, and body alteration is found in 


AFI 36-2903, Table 2.5

 

        Failure to comply with the standards concerning tattoos/brands, body piercing, and body alteration is punishable under Article 92, UCMJ

 

--       Members not complying with these provisions are subject to disciplinary action and may be involuntarily separated
 

TATTOOS/BRANDS

 

        The following tattoos/brands are prohibited
 

--      Unauthorized – tattoos/brands that are:

 

---   Obscene or advocate sexual, racial, ethnic or religious discrimination 

 

---   Prejudicial to good order and discipline; or

 

---   Of a nature to bring discredit upon the Air Force

 

---   These tattoos are prohibited anywhere on the body, in or out of uniform, regardless of whether they can be covered by uniform items or not

 

--      Inappropriate – tattoos/brands that

 

---   Exceed one-fourth of the exposed body part; or

 

---   Are above the collarbone and readily visible when wearing an open-collar uniform

 

---   These tattoos/brands must be covered using current uniform items (e.g., long-sleeved shirt/blouse, pants/slacks, dark hosiery, etc.) or removed

 

        Tattoo removal

 

--      Members with an unauthorized tattoo/brand will have the tattoo removed at the member's expense (covering the tattoo is not an option)

 

--      Members with an inappropriate tattoo/brand will cover it with a current uniform item or remove it

 

--      Depending on the circumstances, commanders may seek Air Force medical support for voluntary removal of inappropriate tattoos

· The member's commander determines on a case-by-case basis whether or not a tattoo/brand is unauthorized or inappropriate

 

--      Installation or higher commanders may impose more restrictive standards for tattoos/brands and body ornaments, on or off duty, in those locations where Air Force-wide standards may not be adequate because of cultural sensitivities or mission requirements

 

---   For example, in a foreign country where tattoos/brands or body ornaments are objectionable to host country citizens or at installations where members are undergoing basic military training, a commander may impose more restrictive rules for military members, even off duty and off the installation

 

BODY PIERCING 

 

        Members are prohibited from attaching, affixing, or displaying objects, articles, jewelry or ornamentation through the ear, nose, tongue, or other exposed body part (which includes visible through the clothing), when

 

--      Wearing a military uniform

 

--      Performing official duty in civilian attire; or

 

--      Wearing civilian attire on a military installation

 

        Females in uniform or in civilian clothes while on duty, may wear one small, spherical, conservative, diamond, gold, white pearl, silver pierced or clip earring per earlobe; the earrings in both earlobes must match and the earrings must fit tightly without extending below the earlobes

 

        In civilian clothes while off duty but on a military installation, females may wear conservative earrings within sensible limits

 

        By implication, the policy allows males to wear earrings when in civilian clothes while off duty and off the military installation, but not on the military installation

 

        Installation or higher commanders may impose more restrictive standards for tattoos/brands and body ornaments, on or off duty, in those locations where Air Force-wide standards may not be adequate because of cultural sensitivities or mission requirements

 

--      For example, in a foreign country where tattoos/brands or body ornaments are objectionable to host country citizens or at installations where members are undergoing basic military training, a commander may impose more restrictive rules for military members, even off duty and off the installation

 

        Situations may arise where a commander may restrict the wear of even nonvisible body ornaments

 

--      These situations include any ornamentation that may interfere with the performance of the member's military duties 

 

--      The factors to consider when making this determination include (but are not limited to) impairing the safe and effective operation of weapons, military equipment or machinery; posing a health or safety hazard to the wearer or others; and interfering with the proper wear of special or protective clothing or equipment

 

        Commanders should consult with their servicing staff judge advocate prior to taking action

 

BODY ALTERATION/MODIFICATION

 

        Members are prohibited from altering or modifying their bodies if the alteration or alteration

 

--       Is intentional; and 

 

--      Results in a visible, physical effect that detracts from a professional military image

 

--
Examples include, but are not limited to, tongue splitting or forking; tooth filing; and acquiring visible, disfiguring skin implants
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