HONORARIA

Military members may accept the payment of money or anything of value for an appearance, speech or article, unrelated to their official duties, assuming there are no statutory or regulatory prohibitions.

· An honorarium is generally defined as a payment given to someone, such as a consultant or a speaker, for services for which fees are not legally required

-- In the context of the Joint Ethics Regulation (JER), honoraria are considered compensation for a lecture, speech or writing and involve the payment of money or anything of value

· Prior to 1996, military members were generally prohibited from accepting any honorarium on any topic, even if there was no connection between the subject of the appearance, or article, and the individual’s official duty

· However, pursuant to a Department of Justice opinion dated 26 February 1996, that prohibition is no longer enforced against any government employee, military or civilian.  Military members are no longer prohibited from accepting the payment of money or anything of value for an appearance, speech or article, unrelated to their official duties        

· Travel reimbursement for an appearance, speech or article related to official duties may be accepted, but a speaker’s fee or other direct compensation may not be accepted

· Questions concerning the acceptance of an honorarium, should be addressed to your ethics counselor or the staff judge advocate
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