HONORARY MEMBERSHIPS

Air Force personnel are occasionally offered memberships in various non-defense contractor private organizations such as golf, tennis, gun, health or social clubs.  Such offers usually waive initiation fees and may waive all or a portion of membership dues, but the individual is responsible for all charges incurred and any dues not waived.  Usually, these memberships terminate on the individual's reassignment or retirement and do not create an equity position in the club.

· The Joint Ethics Regulation (JER) prohibits military members or civilian employees from accepting such a membership if the membership is offered because of their official position

-- Previously, there was no prohibition to members accepting an unsolicited honorary membership from a non-defense contractor entity.  This included country clubs

-- Now, an Air Force member may accept honorary membership only if the offer is unrelated to government employment and offered to all military members, regardless of rank or position

· Air Force personnel may become regular members of associations whose membership includes DoD contractor personnel (example, Air Force Association)

· If acceptance is not otherwise prohibited, acceptance of an honorary membership does not violate 18 U.S.C. 209 (unauthorized acceptance of compensation by a government official for services as a government official)

· Before accepting any honorary membership, military members should seek the advice and guidance from their ethics counselor or local SJA

Reference:  


DoDD 5500.7-R, Joint Ethics Regulation, August 1993; through Change 4, 6 August 1998
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