CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS

AFI 34-248 outlines requirements for operating child development centers on Air Force bases. AFI 34-276 establishes the requirements for operating family child care programs.

INSTALLATION COMMANDER RESPONSIBILITIES

· Installation commanders are charged with establishing child development programs for children of active duty and DoD civilians with children newborn to 6 years of age; making resources available to make child care services affordable; and ensuring children's health, safety, and well-being while they are in child development programs

· Key requirements include

-- Facilities and equipment 

-- Fire protection 

-- Curriculum 

-- Schedules 

-- Activity plans 

-- Staff-to-child ratios 

-- Management qualifications 

-- Qualifications for Child Development Program Assistants 

-- Criminal history background checks 

-- Nutrition and food preparation 

-- Child abuse protection 

-- Supervision of children 

-- Health 

-- Safety 

· Short-term hourly care, extending no longer than 1 hour before the start and 1 hour after the end of the function for which the care is being offered, can be made available if family child care providers or another Services program, such as the Youth Program, are otherwise unavailable

CHILD CARE ISSUES

· HIV-positive children may be enrolled when it is appropriate for their health, neurological development, behavior, and immune status; however, routine screening of children for HIV prior to program entry is not required

-- The CDC director must inform only those with a need to know about the HIV-positive child’s condition. This does not usually include other staff in the center or the parents of the other children enrolled

-- In the parent handbook, include a statement that the CDC program accepts children with chronic health problems, including HIV-positive children, for care and also employs and accepts as family child care providers individuals with chronic health problems, including HIV-positive individuals

-- Notify all parents when cases of measles or chickenpox (or other viral infections as determined by the center medical advisor) are occurring in the child care population. Provide individual notification to parents of HIV-positive children. Also notify the medical advisor

· HIV-positive individuals may be employed in child care programs and HIV-positive individuals may be approved as family child care providers unless their care would endanger their health or that of others

· Persons with AIDS (Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome), or persons with family members exhibiting symptoms of AIDS may not be employed in child care or approved as family child care providers

· Frequent medical examinations of HIV-positive individuals employed in child care, approved as family child care providers, or those who are living in households approved to provide family child care may be required
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