DISPOSAL OF PERSONAL PROPERTY

Personal property of Air Force members and employees, as well as residents and visitors on Air Force installations, can come into the custody or control of the Air Force for a variety of reasons: death, capture, missing in action, incompetency, absence without leave, medical evacuation, loss, abandonment or a failure to claim. The Secretary of the Air Force is authorized to dispose of such property pursuant to Title 10, §§ 2575 and 9712, United States Code.

Special procedures are established in AFI 34-242, Mortuary Affairs Program, and AFI 34-244, Disposition of Personal Property, for disposition of property of deceased, missing, captured, or detained members, including a detailed method for determining the next-of-kin entitled to receive the property.

FOR DECEASED MEMBERS

· A Base Mortuary Officer XE "Officer"  (MO) is responsible for collecting, cleaning, inventorying and safeguarding property until the appointment of the Summary Court Officer (SCO)

· A Summary Court Officer XE "Officer"  (SCO) is normally appointed by the installation commander to continue to collect, inventory and safeguard the property.  The SCO will also dispose of the property (see article, Summary Court Officer Duties, in chapter 7)

FOR MISSING, DETAINED, AND CAPTURED PERSONS

· The MO secures and holds the property for 30 days or until the member’s status is changed from missing to detained or captured

· If either (1) the missing member’s status is changed to detained or captured, or (2) there is no change in status after 30 days - then the property is released to the SCO

· If the missing member returns, the property is released to the member

· The SCO, if appointed, secures, inventories and disposes of the property to those authorized to receive it in the event of the member’s death
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