DRIVING PRIVILEGES

Driving on a military installation, whether in a government owned vehicle (GOV) or a privately owned vehicle (POV), is a privilege granted by the installation commander or designee.  Designees may include the vice commander, support group commander, or other appropriate official not occupying a law enforcement, investigative, or other position raising the appearance of a conflict of interest.

OPERATING A POV ON THE INSTALLATION

· A person must do the following in order to drive on-base

-- Comply with all laws and regulations governing motor vehicle operations on base

-- Comply with installation vehicle registration requirements

-- Possess, produce on demand, and comply with restrictions contained in a valid state driver's license (or host nation/SOFA license); possess and produce on demand proof of ownership or state registration; properly display vehicle safety inspection stickers, if required; and

-- Comply with the minimum requirements of the motor vehicle insurance laws and regulations in the state where the installation is located

· Operators of GOVs must have proof of authorization to operate the vehicle

· To operate a POV on the installation, an individual must register the vehicle with Security Forces.  To do so, an individual must

-- Possess a valid state driver's license

-- Possess a valid state registration for the state in which the vehicle is registered

-- Present proof of compliance with the minimum vehicle insurance requirements for the state in which the installation is located; (NOTE: If the installation is located in a state not requiring insurance, the installation commander may set reasonable liability insurance requirements for registration and operation of POVs within the confines of the installation.); and

-- Present proof of satisfactory completion of a vehicle safety inspection by the state in which the vehicle is registered or the state in which the installation is located, if an inspection is required in either state

IMPLIED CONSENT

· In return for accepting the privilege of operating a motor vehicle on a military installation a driver gives implied consent in a number of areas, including

-- Consent to tests for the presence of alcohol or drugs in their blood, on their breath, and in their urine, provided there is a lawful stop, apprehension, or citation for any offense committed while operating or in physical control of a motor vehicle while under the apparent influence of alcohol or drugs; and

-- Consent to the removal and temporary impoundment of their POVs if it is (1) illegally parked; (2) interfering with operations; (3) creating a safety hazard; (4) disabled by accident or incident; (5) abandoned, or left unattended in a restricted or controlled access area

SUSPENSION

· The installation commander can administratively suspend or revoke on-base driving privileges. A suspension up to 12 months may be appropriate if a driver continually violates installation parking standards, or habitually violates other nonmoving standards.  Commander will immediately suspend driving privileges pending resolution of intoxicated driving incidents under the circumstances outlined below

-- Refusal to take a lawfully requested chemical test for the presence of alcohol or other drugs in the driver’s system; or

-- Operating a motor vehicle with Blood Alcohol Content (BAC) or Breath Alcohol Content (BRAC) 0.10 percent by volume or higher, or in excess of the applicable BAC or BRAC level in the local civilian jurisdiction, whichever is lower

-- Receipt of an arrest report or other official document reasonably showing an intoxicated driving incident occurred

· If arrested off-base for DWI, on-base driving privileges can be suspended.  If acquitted on the merits, driving privileges should then be restored

REVOCATION

· The installation commander will immediately revoke driving privileges for a period of not less than one year in the following circumstances

-- A person is lawfully detained for intoxicated driving and refuses to submit to a BAC or BRAC test

-- Conviction, nonjudicial punishment, or a military or civilian administrative action resulting in the suspension or revocation of a driver's license for intoxicated driving; or

-- The installation commander determines an immediate revocation is required to preserve public safety or the good order and discipline of military personnel

PROCEDURES
· A point system is used on-base to provide a uniform administrative device to impartially supervise traffic offenses.  Points are assessed for violations of motor vehicle traffic regulations for on-base and off-base traffic offenses.  Certain procedural guidelines apply before an individual's driving privilege may be suspended or revoked

· The individual has the right to hearing before a designated hearing officer

-- Must notify the individual of the right to a hearing, then it is up to the individual to request a hearing

-- Can appeal a suspension or revocation within 10 days of notification of the suspension or revocation

-- The suspension or revocation is not stayed pending an appeal

· A suspension for a driving while intoxicated offense may be effective immediately if based on reliable evidence. Such evidence can include witness statements, a military or civilian police report, chemical test results, a refusal to complete chemical testing, video tapes, written statements, field sobriety test results, or other evidence

-- Successful completion of alcohol rehabilitation is a condition for reinstatement of driving privileges following a DWI

· Civilian offenders may be prosecuted in Federal Magistrate XE "Magistrate" 's Court for on-base traffic offenses.  Additionally, federal regulations (32 C.F.R. § 210.3(c)) authorize installation commanders to prescribe vehicular and pedestrian traffic rules (but such rules may require notification and negotiation with the local union)
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