FAMILY MEMBER MISCONDUCT

Installation commanders must constantly try to resolve difficult problems arising from family member misconduct.  The wing commander is responsible for maintaining good order and discipline, and for protecting Air Force resources, yet has little authority when it comes to punishing civilians in general, and family members in particular.  Nonetheless, there are certain actions available to deal with family member misconduct. 

COMMANDER REPONSIBILITIES AND OPTIONS

· Administrative Actions

-- Suspend or revoke privileges

--- Driving suspension may be mandatory in certain circumstances (e.g., drunk driving)

--- BX / Commissary

--- MWR facilities

--- Commercial solicitation

-- Terminate military family housing

--- Requires 30 days written notice

--- Air Force pays for the move

--- See article, Removal from Base Housing, this chapter

-- Debarment XE ", 378"  (must still provide access to medical treatment if authorized or available)

--- 18 U.S.C. §1382 makes it a crime to enter the installation after previously being barred

--- Debarment XE ", 378"  should be in writing, setting forth the specific reasons for debarment. Debarment may be indefinite, but set time limits are recommended (See article, Debarment, this chapter.)

· Criminal actions

-- Criminal actions depend upon the jurisdiction of the base

--- If the base is under exclusive federal jurisdiction, family members may be prosecuted in Federal Magistrate XE "Magistrate" ’s Court. (see article, Federal Magistrate Program, this chapter.)  This is a federal prosecution

--- If the base has concurrent jurisdiction, either federal court or state court may be the proper forum for prosecuting family members.  Several states are very jealous of their jurisdiction over juveniles. Refer this issue to your SJA.  Some bases have negotiated Memoranda of Understanding with state juvenile authorities to determine prosecution of such cases

--- If the base has only proprietary jurisdiction, the state retains the authority to prosecute family member misconduct (involving only state crimes) occurring on the installation. Any family member misconduct should be referred to the local authorities for prosecution

--- Some installations have established programs for handling juvenile misconduct.  Often called Juvenile Correction Boards, these boards consider juvenile cases and recommend to the commander how to handle the matter
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