MEDIA RELATIONS DURING AIRCRAFT ACCIDENTS

· Initial News Release. Give all available, releasable, commander-approved information to the news media within an hour after an accident is reported

-- The initial release should include information as indicated in AFI 35-101, Public Affairs Policies and Procedures, para. 7.12

ACCIDENTS ON MILITARY INSTALLATIONS 

· If no classified material is exposed, the commander will permit news media photography 

· If classified information or materials are exposed and cannot be covered or removed, media personnel or visitors will not be allowed to photograph or videotape the site

-- Notify media or visitors of any restrictions on what can be filmed

-- Bar or restrict media or visitors from sensitive sites

-- Immediately notify security forces of suspected filming of classified information or activities by media personnel or visitors.  Take into custody any exposed film; provide a receipt and then promptly develop and examine the film.  Do not detain the media or visitors

-- Review seized films or videotapes with security forces to see if classified information is contained on the films or videotapes and return all portions that do not contain classified information

· Immediately notify the local Air Force Office of Special Investigations XE "Investigations"  (AFOSI) if

-- The film contains classified information; or 

-- It appears there was intent to deliberately film or videotape classified information for purposes of profit, espionage or to have any other significant adverse impact on national security

ACCIDENTS AT OFF-BASE LOCATIONS 

· If no classified information is exposed, the senior Air Force representative authorizes news media photography

· If undetermined whether classified information is exposed, explain that fact to any media photographer at the scene.  Advise them that no photography is authorized.  Warn them that taking pictures without permission may violate federal law

· If classified information is exposed and cannot be covered or removed

-- Explain that federal law prohibits photography when official permission is expressly withheld and ask the news media to cooperate

-- Do not use force if news media representatives refuse to cooperate unless the area has been declared a National Defense Area.  See article, National Defense Areas, Chapter 9 of this Deskbook, for further information.  If photographs are taken after a warning is issued, Air Force officials must ask civilian law enforcement authorities to stop further photography of the exposed classified information and to collect all photographs

--- If no civilian law enforcement authorities are on the scene and news media representatives take unauthorized pictures, do not seize the videotapes or film or detain the photographer

--- Immediately contact the managing editor or news director of the medium employing the photographer

---- Explain the situation and request the return of videotape or film having suspected classified information

---- Explain failure to return the material to military authorities violates federal law

RELEASING NAMES OF ACCIDENT VICTIMS 

· Deceased.  Responsible installation public affairs (PA) office releases the names of people killed in Air Force accidents after the next-of-kin have been notified

-- Installation commander may release the names early when a military accident in a civilian community causes significant property damage or loss of life, only to reassure the community the Air Force members were well qualified

· Survivors.  Generally, release the names of all survivors immediately.  Report survivors who are believed to be in immediate danger of dying as survived but in critical condition.  If in the CC’s opinion releasing the survivors’ names will reveal the identity of deceased personnel prior to next of kin notification, withhold the names

· Missing or Presumed Lost.  PA office at departure base will release the names of passengers and crew to news media individually, as the next of kin are notified; this should not delay the announcement that the aircraft is missing

· When key political persons are killed, injured, or missing while on an Air Force installation or in an Air Force vehicle, withhold casualty information until OASD/PA approves

ACCIDENT INVESTIGATIONS 

· Commanders and PA representatives must not speculate about the causes of the accident, even if the cause seems obvious.  Explain that only a safety investigation board (SIB) or accident investigation board (AIB) is qualified to determine the causes

-- Do not lead the reporter to believe that all SIB findings will be made available.  Explain the purpose of the safety board is to prevent accidents, not to fix blame.  The safety board's conclusions are privileged (as are statements given to the board under the promise of confidentiality) and must be protected

-- If a reporter requests the AIB or SIB Report, direct him or her to the convening authority of the AIB.  See article Air Force Safety and Accident Investigations XE "Investigations" , Chapter 10 of this Deskbook,.  For more detailed information on accident report releases, refer to AFI 51-503, Aircraft, Missile, Nuclear, and Space Accident Investigations
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