OFF-LIMITS ESTABLISHMENTS

The establishment of off-limits areas is a function of command.  It may be used by commanders to help maintain good discipline, health, morals, safety, and welfare of service members. Off-limits action is also intended to prevent service members from being exposed to or victimized by crime-conducive conditions.  Armed Forces Disciplinary Control Boards (AFDCBs) advise and make recommendations to commanders on matters including establishment of off-limits areas.

ARMED FORCES DISCIPLINARY CONTROL BOARDS

· AFDCBs are established under the provisions of Air Force Joint Instruction (AFJI) 31-213

-- They may be local or regional; some bases choose not to establish a board

-- Boards may recommend the commander place a civilian establishment or area "off-limits" to military members

-- The Board is usually composed of a president and voting members, appointed by the commander, and representatives from various base functional areas, such as law enforcement, legal counsel, Equal Opportunity, Public Affairs, Chaplains, consumer affairs, and medical, health or environmental protection

· To place an establishment "off-limits" the board normally must

-- Notify the proprietor of the offending establishment, in writing, of the alleged condition or situation requiring corrective action

-- Specify in the notice a reasonable time for the condition or situation to be corrected

-- Provide the opportunity to present any relevant information to the board

-- The AFDCB recommends to the commander that the establishment be placed "off-limits" 

-- The Commander makes the final decision.  A decision to place an establishment off-limits may be appealed to the next higher commander after exhausting any local appeal rights.  The establishment remains off-limits until the decision is overturned or the commander determines adequate corrective action has been taken

EMERGENCY SITUATIONS

· In emergency situations, commanders may declare establishments or areas temporarily off-limits to personnel of their respective commands; but, follow up action must be taken by AFDCBs as a first priority

COMMANDER DISCIPLINARY OPTIONS

· Members who enter "off-limits" areas or establishments are subject to UCMJ action.  Family XE "Day Care, 389"  members of service members and others associated with the Service or installation should be made aware of off-limits restrictions

· Do not post "off limits" signs or notices in the United States on private property

· In areas Outside of the Continental United States (OCONUS), off-limits and other ADCB procedures must be consistent with existing Status of Forces Agreements (SOFAs)
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