FLYING EVALUATION BOARDS

The Air Force has stringent requirements that must be met and maintained to perform rated flying duties. 

POLICY 

· Each rated officer has an obligation to maintain professional standards.  When performance of rated duty becomes suspect, a Flying Evaluation Board (FEB) may be convened

· FEBs are administrative, fact-finding proceedings conducted to ensure information relevant to an officer's rated qualification is reviewed and discussed in a fair and impartial manner. The proceedings are not adversarial and are closed to the public

· FEBs are not a substitute for disciplinary or other administrative action

REASONS TO CONVENE A FLYING EVALUATION BOARD 

· Suspension or disqualification from aviation service for more than 5 years

· Lack of proficiency (unless enrolled in a formal flying training program)

· Failure to meet standards while enrolled in USAF formal flying training course

· Lack of judgment in performing rated duties

· Failure to meet ground/flying training or annual physical exam requirements 

· Intentional violation of flying regulations

· Officer XE "Officer"  exhibits habits, traits of character, or personality characteristics that make it undesirable to continue the officer in flying duties

COMPOSITION OF A FLYING EVALUATION BOARD 

· A flying unit commander (wing or comparable level) normally convenes an FEB

· Three rated voting members, qualified for aviation service in an active aviation service code (ASC) and senior in rank to the respondent, will be appointed

· One additional rated officer is appointed to act as a nonvoting recorder

· A judge advocate may be appointed as a nonvoting legal advisor to advise on procedural matters and ensure a fair hearing.  A judge advocate shall not be appointed as an assistant recorder

· A flight surgeon may be appointed as a nonvoting member when a medical problem may be a significant contributing factor

FLYING EVALUATION BOARD PROCEDURES AND GUIDELINES 

· Notify the respondent in writing. The notification letter contains the reasons for the FEB, when and where the board will meet, witnesses to be called, and rights of the respondent

-- Respondent may submit a request for voluntary disqualification from aviation service in lieu of FEB (VILO).  FEB action is suspended until the MAJCOM acts on the VILO request

-- Rights of the respondent

--- Assigned military counsel of his or her own choosing (if available) or civilian counsel (at respondent's expense)

--- Informed in writing of the specific reasons for convening the board

--- Review all evidence and documents to be submitted to the board by the recorder (before convening the board)

--- Challenge voting members for cause

--- Cross-examine witnesses called by the board and call witnesses and present evidence (recorder arranges for military witnesses)

--- Testify personally and submit a written brief (respondent may not be compelled to testify)

-- Rules of evidence 

--- An FEB is not bound by formal rules of evidence prescribed for courts-martial; however, observing these rules promotes orderly procedures and a thorough investigation

--- The decision about the authenticity of documents rests with the senior board member

-- Findings and Recommendations 

--- Made in closed session (voting members only)

--- Each finding must be supported by specific evidence

--- Findings must include comment on each allegation or point in question

--- Recommendations must be consistent with the findings and only address qualification for aviation service - remain qualified or be disqualified

---- If the officer holds more than one aviation qualification, the FEB must make a recommendation as to both qualifications

---- If the FEB recommends disqualification, it may also recommend whether the officer should be prohibited from wearing the associated aviation badge

--- Minority report is appropriate if there is a disagreement among the voting members

-- Review process 

--- Convening Authority’s SJA reviews for legal sufficiency;  review is limited to sufficiency of the evidence and compliance with procedural requirements

--- Convening Authority adds comments and recommendations; must explain any recommendations that are contrary to those of the FEB

--- The Convening Authority or higher reviewer may reconvene the FEB or order a new board

--- MAJCOM commander makes the final determination in all FEB cases convened at the MAJCOM level or lower
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