PREVENTIVE LAW PROGRAM

The Air Force Preventive Law Program's purpose is to educate military members and their families on legal issues in order to allow them to focus upon mission requirements, to prevent legal problems from occurring, and to reduce the time and resources needed to correct legal problems when they do occur.  The program includes information on all legal matters, not just legal assistance issues.

PROGRAM EMPHASIS AND CONTENT

·    Every base must have a preventive law program that includes, as a minimum

-- Deployment Preparation - educating members on personal legal needs for mobility readiness, such as the importance of preparing wills and powers of attorney

-- Commander Awareness - educating commanders and staff agencies on the full range of legal services provided by the legal office and on all legal matters affecting command

-- Tax Assistance - establishing an active, well publicized, tax program; and

-- Legal Assistance and Consumer Protection - providing information on personal, civil legal matters

HOW THE PREVENTIVE LAW PROGRAM WORKS

·    The program is administered through JAG functional channels and its scope at a given base depends on the available resources of the base SJA and the judge advocate appointed as the base preventive law officer

-- Rather than focusing on individual legal assistance clients, the program consists of an aggressive base-wide education program 

-- Examples of activities that are part of the preventive law program include

--- Conducting oral presentations at commander and first sergeant seminars, commanders' calls, staff meetings, base committee meetings, and newcomers' orientations

--- Submitting articles for base newspapers, daily bulletin notices, or unit bulletin boards; preparing handouts or pamphlets on topics of interest for distribution at the legal office or other appropriate offices, such as the Family XE "Day Care, 389"  Support Center

--- Base radio or television programs

--- Presenting legal training workshops for law enforcement personnel
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