MEDIA RELATIONS AND ENVIRONMENTAL INCIDENTS

Numerous federal statutes require reporting releases or discharges into the environment to local, state, or federal regulatory agencies.  Every installation should have contingency or disaster plans that address the required notifications.  Given the variety of overlapping jurisdictions and regulations, the requirements may be substantially different at different installations. 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS INVOLVEMENT

The Public Affairs Office (PA) maintains a program to involve the public in AF environmental activities and decisions, particularly within the Environmental Impact Analysis Process (EIAP), the Installation Restoration Program (IRP), and the Air Installation Compatible Use Zone (AICUZ) program 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ANALYSIS PROCESS

-
PA responsibilities include

--
Coordinating news releases and media queries with EM, JA, SG, and others before releasing environmental information

--
Identifying potentially controversial actions for which individuals and agencies should be given the opportunity to review the Draft Final Environmental Assessment; and

--
Preparing a news release announcing a Finding of No Significant Impact or other key decision documents and milestones

INSTALLATION RESTORATION PROGRAM

-
PA responsibilities include

--
Serving as the focal point for public affairs aspects of proposed IRP actions

--
Advising on the public affairs aspects of the AF responsibilities for the development, implementation and participation in the Restoration Advisory Board (RAB)

--
Ensuring all concerned community parties are in the communication channel; and

--
Conducting, during IRP remedial actions, community interviews to solicit concerns, informational needs, and desired levels of involvement.  This includes

---
Preparing an IRP community relations plan for MAJCOM approval and establishing an information repository accessible to the general public; and

---
Developing, coordinating, and distributing news releases and fact sheets on IRP progress and proposed actions

AIR INSTALLATION COMPATIBLE USE ZONE (AICUZ PROGRAM)

-
The base community planner manages the AICUZ program, but the PA officer releases the AICUZ report and acts as an information conduit between the base and the community

-
In the event noise complaints occur, PA will handle complaints directly; providing timely, responsive, and factual answers to maintain good media and community relations; and will refer all claims for damages to the base claims office
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