NOISE AND LAND USE
Issues regarding noise pollution and land use have the potential to directly affect the ability of AF installations to accomplish their mission and the manner in which that mission is accomplished.  Limited noise regulations are established under the Federal Noise Control Act (FNCA). 

FEDERAL NOISE CONTROL ACT (FNCA)
-
The FNCA exempts aircraft, military weapons, and equipment designed for combat use from noise regulation under the Act 

--
Although the FNCA generally subjects government agencies to state and local noise control regulation, the courts have determined that state and local regulation of aircraft noise is preempted by the FAA regulation 

-
The FNCA requires AF to comply with state and local noise stationary source regulations to the same extent as any other person

AIR INSTALLATION COMPATIBLE USE ZONE (AICUZ) PROGRAM 

-
Local governments ordinarily establish land use regulations.  The AF supports and encourages local zoning and other land use controls that ensure the base environs, especially private lands adjacent to runways, remain compatible with continued AF operations 

-
Without proper land use controls, new development near airfields may increase the potential for injuries and damage due to aircraft accidents, and the number of noise complaints.  Also, future changes in operations (e.g., beddown of new aircraft, changes in flight paths) may result in lawsuits by private landowners claiming the Air Force has “taken” their land

-
To assist local governments in establishing suitable land use regulations in the vicinity of the base, the DoD has established the AICUZ program 

--
The AF develops and provides to local authorities, a zoning proposal designed to ensure continued compatibility between the installation and neighboring civilian communities

---
The first step in preparing an AICUZ proposal is to identify areas that are affected by aircraft noise or that have a high accident potential 

---
The AF uses this information to assess compatibility of land uses with current and projected AF operations and to make a recommendation to the local zoning authority

---
The AF has no authority to implement the AICUZ proposal or to control or regulate off-base land uses.  The AF simply presents the proposal to the local zoning authority, which has the authority to approve or reject the AF proposal

--
Presentation of the AF AICUZ proposal requires tact and discretion 

---
AF representatives should be particularly careful to avoid threatening the local community with reprisals if the Air Force proposal is not accepted 

---
The installation commander is responsible for ensuring that the AICUZ proposal is presented to local zoning officials in a professional and persuasive manner 

---
Minimize potential for lawsuits by maintaining close consultation with the SJA
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