SOLID AND HAZARDOUS WASTES
The Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) imposes requirements for the management of hazardous wastes (HW) and non-hazardous solid wastes.  The Act also provides for regulation of underground storage tanks (USTs).

HAZARDOUS WASTE MANAGEMENT:  SUBTITLE C

-
RCRA imposes comprehensive requirements on those who generate, transport, treat, store, or dispose of HW.  This includes most, if not all, AF installations 

-
Hazardous Wastes are those solid wastes that are specifically listed as hazardous or that exhibit a characteristic (ignitability, corrosivity, reactivity, or toxicity) that make them hazardous.  The Act excludes certain categories of waste from its coverage  


--
Although used oil destined for disposal or recycling is not a listed HW, RCRA imposes management requirements for used oil from generation to reuse or disposal.  Used oil that exhibits a hazardous characteristic and is not recyclable must be managed as HW

-
RCRA creates a system that regulates and tracks HW "cradle-to-grave"

--
HW is tracked by a manifest initiated by the generator.  When waste is transferred to entities that transport, treat, store or dispose of it, the Uniform Hazardous Waste Manifest is annotated to show that it passed into their possession and was properly managed 

---
Transporters must properly label HW and deliver it to a designated treatment, storage, and disposal (TSD) facility and must comply with Department of Transportation (DOT) requirements for containers, labeling, placarding of vehicles, and spill response

---
RCRA also sets strict requirements for storing and handling wastes and for personnel training, equipment, inspections, and emergency response planning.  Most of these requirements must be documented and the records kept for inspection 


---
HW must be accumulated in accordance with specific requirements--containers must be properly marked, closed, and kept secure from unauthorized access or tampering


---
An initial accumulation (also called “satellite”) point is a designated location at or near the point of generation of HW.  At this location, waste cannot exceed 55 gallons of HW or 1 quart of acutely hazardous waste.  Once this limit is exceeded, the container must be moved to an accumulation site or permitted TSD facility within 3 days

---
An accumulation site is used to temporarily store hazardous wastes until they are shipped to a TSD facility.  For those generating large quantities of hazardous waste, the waste may be retained at an accumulation site for up to 90 days.  For small quantity generators (defined by the Act and regulations), waste may be stored longer

SOLID WASTE  RCRA, SUBTITLE D

-
The Act establishes minimum requirements for controlling and monitoring solid waste disposal.  States are given responsibility for the regulation of nonhazardous (municipal) solid wastes  

-
Municipal solid waste includes containers and packaging, food scraps, and yard trimmings.  It does not include medical and hazardous wastes, construction and demolition debris, municipal sludge, and ash from power plants and incinerators

UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANKS (USTs):  RCRA, SUBTITLE I

-
The Act covers tanks, including connecting underground pipes, when the volume of the tank and its underground pipes is 10 percent or more beneath the surface of the ground

-
Tanks that meet this definition are covered if they contain a regulated substance.  This includes any hazardous substance (defined under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act--CERCLA) or petroleum or substances that are derived from crude oil.  Tanks containing HW are regulated under Subtitle C

-
Existing tanks must be brought up to specified performance standards or closed.  If a tank has leaked, owners and/or operators must take corrective action, including cleaning up the area around the tank.  New tanks must meet specified standards, and the appropriate regulatory agency must be notified before a new tank is installed

STATE PROGRAMS

-
The Environmental Protection Agency may approve a state to regulate HW, solid waste, and/or USTs in lieu of the federal program.  The state’s program must be at least as stringent as the federal requirements and can be more stringent

-
Waivers of sovereign immunity in RCRA require federal facilities to comply with state and local requirements, both substantive and procedural.  The scope of the waiver is broader for HW and solid waste programs than it is for underground storage tank programs 

AIR FORCE INSTALLATIONS

-
Installations must develop a Hazardous Waste Management Plan (HWMP).  The HWMP incorporates a Waste Analysis Plan, which is the primary document used to identify all waste streams generated at the installation

-
DoD requires that by 2005, all installations will divert the amount of solid waste being sent to a disposal facility by 40% from a FY 1998 baseline (called the “pollution prevention measure of merit”) 
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