OPERATIONS LAW

Operations Law (also called Operational Law) generally refers to those legal rules applicable in actual military operations.  It is normally defined as that body of domestic, foreign, and international law that impacts upon the activities of US forces in war and operations other than war.

· It is a collection of diverse legal areas.  It is not a unique, stand-alone body of law or rules; rather, it consists of existing rules that usually take on greater significance during military operations

-- Operations law includes such matters as military justice, procurement law, fiscal law, and legal assistance that also play a large role in the normal peacetime activities of the military

-- It includes matters such as the law of armed conflict, rules of engagement, law of the sea, humanitarian assistance, and other areas normally associated with combat activities or military operations in a deployed environment.

· A judge advocate, acting as an operations law attorney, is

-- Available at all times to assist the command on legal issues and problems that arise during all phases of the operation

-- Knowledgeable in laws and rules that are of specific importance during operations; and

-- Granted access to JAG assistance at other levels of the command and from JAG offices within the military department for unique issues that may arise

· A common assumption is that JAG advice during a military operation is limited to issues involving the law of war (or the law of armed conflict)

-- Such issues are extremely important; however, most issues that arise are of a more mundane, yet equally important nature, such as proper authority for the expenditure of funds and limitations on peacekeeping operations

-- The deployed JAG can play a crucial role in the overall success of an operation if the commander keeps the JAG involved in the day-to-day operations of the mission.  It is easier to confront legal issues before the fact than to address them afterwards
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